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58 babushka

babushka
A diminutive form of baba (old woman, or
(married) peasant woman); babka (grandmother;
midwife); babushka means ‘grandmother’ or ‘old
woman’ (of sufﬁcient age to be a grandmother).
Accordingly, the word is used in the West for a
headscarf like those traditionally worn by Russian village women. Grandmothers often live
with their grown children and play an important
role in the family, especially that of childminder
for children when their mothers are working. In
addition, the Russian babushka traditionally has
been a crucial institution of social control, even in
large cities, taking it upon herself to give advice to
neighbours, acquaintances, even strangers: it is
not uncommon to see a babushka tell a stranger to
dress properly in cold weather, not to sit on a cold
surface, or to close a window to avoid draughts.

man-made satellite, or sputnik. Used for all
Soviet, CIS, and most international manned,
lunar, planetary, and geostationary orbit launches, Baikonur has been a symbol of national success and technological innovation. Since 1994,
Russia has been renting Baikonur from Kazakhstan for an annual fee. Besides Baikonur, Russia
also has the cosmodromes Plesetsk and Svobodnyi.
See also: Kazakhstan; space programme and
exploration
Further reading
Canby, T. (1986) ‘A Generation After Sputnik’,
National Geographic, October: 420–65.
TATIANA LEDENEVA

Bakhtin, Mikhail Mikhailovich

See also: families; women
SIBELAN FORRESTER

b. 16 November 1895, Orel; d. 7 March
1975, Moscow
Writer, philosopher

Baikal
Lake Baikal, in Eastern Siberia, is the deepest
lake in the world (1,620 m), and contains
approximately 20 percent of the world’s fresh
water. Among its many endemic species are the
epishura, tiny crayﬁsh that clean the lake and
make it possible to see to a depth of 40 m, and
the nerpa, the world’s only freshwater seal. Suffering pollution from a pulp and paper mill on
its shores since 1957, Baikal is now threatened by
the oil industry. Despite its addition to the
UNESCO list of world heritage endangered sites,
Baikal continues to be polluted and threatened.
See also: Buriatia; Siberia
EMILY LYGO

Baikonur
Also known as Tiuratam, Baikonur is the oldest
space launch facility (cosmodrome) in the world.
Founded on 2 June 1955 in Kazakhstan, this
Soviet top-classiﬁed military site got its misleading name after a remote Kazakh town in 1957,
when the USSR launched the world’s ﬁrst

Philosopher, literary critic, and cultural historian Mikhail Bakhtin is the author of highly
inﬂuential works including Problemy poetiki Dostoevskogo (Problems of Dostoevskii’s Poetics), Formy vremeni i khronotopa v romane (Forms of time and
chronotope in the novel), and Tvorchestvo Fransua Rable
i narodnaia kultura srednevekoviia i Renessansa (Rabelais and His World). Important critical studies
such as Formalnyi metod v literaturovedenii (The
Formal Method in Literary Scholarship) and Marksizm
i ﬁlosoﬁia iazyka (Marxism and the Philosophy of Language), published under the names of Pavel
Medvedev and Valentin Voloshinov, respectively, are now widely, if not deﬁnitively, accepted as Bakhtin’s works.
Bakhtin was a student in St. Petersburg
during the revolutions of 1917. From 1930 to
1934, he was in exile in Kazakhstan. Bakhtin
spent the following thirty years in obscure provincial towns, struggling to ﬁnd employment,
holding minor academic positions, giving private lessons and public lectures. Unknown to all
but a small circle of friends and intellectual
associates, his writings remained largely unpublished. The only major work to appear under his
name in the ﬁrst seventy years of his life – the

